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Legislative instruments for wine protection 
- Overview

• 1963: Law n.930 - DOC and DOCG 
wines

• 1992: Law n.164

State of play: 

The European Union is the world leading producer of wine.
Since the introduction of the common market organization 
(CMO - 2008), the EU wine market has developed 
considerably. Currently, the EU protection concerning the wine 
sector relies on two different categories: Protected Designation 
of Origin and Protected Geographical Origin. The current 
legislative instrument to take account of is Regulation (EU) No 
1308/2013 establishing a common organization of the markets 
in agricultural products.

• Regulation (CE) n. 1493/1999

Until 2008 national protection measures had 
priority compared to European instruments

As of today, Legislative Decree n.61 of 2010 includes five 
different categories of protected wine categories, three more 
than those foreseen by EU legislation, thus giving Italian 
wines a more detailed protection. 
Among EU countries Italy is the Member States with the 
highest number of registered protected indications. 
After France, Italy is the biggest wine exporter worldwide. 



Current state of play – EU level

After 2008, a new comprehensive 
legal framework, constantly 

updated to face innovations and 
difficulties 

Regulation
(CE) n. 

479/2008

Regulation 
(CE) n. 

491/2009

Regulation
(EU) n. 

1308/2013

The previous system of dual protection - national and 
European – disappears

Art. 93 of Regulation (EU) 1308/2013: 

Protected Designation of Origin – PDO  

The name of a region, a specific place or, in exceptional and duly justifiable cases, a
country used to describe a product whose quality and characteristics are essentially or
exclusively due to a particular geographical environment with its inherent natural and
human factors; the grapes from which the product is produced came exclusively from
that geographical area; the production of which takes place in that geographical area and
the product is obtained from vine varieties belonging to Vitis vinifera;

Protected Geographical Indication – PGI 
• An indication referring to a region, a specific place or, in exceptional and duly

justifiable cases, a country, used to describe a product that possesses a specific quality,
reputation or other characteristics attributable to that geographical origin, if at least 85
% of the grapes used for its production come exclusively from that geographical area;
and its production takes place in that geographical area, and obtained from vine
varieties belonging to Vitis vinifera or a cross between the Vitis vinifera species and other
species of the genus Vitis



Differences between protected indications

The 
concept of 
PGI 
differs 
from the 
concept of 
PDO 
essentially 
in the 
following 
aspects:

The quality, reputation, or other characteristics of the product are 
attributable to that geographical origin, but the human factors are not 
so relevant as in the PDO.

At least 85% of the grapes used come exclusively from that region, but 
not all the grapes, as in the PDO.
The production shall also occur within the delimited geographical 
area.

In addition to the conceptual distinctions, the PDO also differs from 
the PGI due to a higher demand at the level of the certification 
requirements of the products, in particular the alcoholic strength, 
grape varieties used, vinification methods, oenological practices, 
organoleptic characteristics, among others, are concerned.



Facts and figures – EU (i)

Wines with a protected designation of origin (PDO)

Austria; 26
Bulgaria 52 Croatia; 16

Czech Rep.; 12

France; 380

Germany; 14
Greece; 33

Hungary ; 56

Italy; 474

Portugal; 46

Romania; 38
Slovakia; 18

Slovenia; 14

Spain; 102

Others; 
25

Source: "E-Bacchus“ database – September 2018 

 Total number of registered PDO 
in EU 28: 1306, out of which 474 
are Italian wines

 Total number of registered PDO 
in third countries: 2 (USA and 
Brasil)



Facts and Figures – EU (ii)

Wines with a protected geographical indication (PGI)
Bulgaria; 2 Czech Rep.; 2 Denmark; 4

France; 75

Germany; 26

Greece; 116
Italy; 129

Netherlands; 12

Portugal; 10

Romania; 13

Spain; 45

Others; 
26

Source: "E-Bacchus“ database – September 2018 

 Total number of registered PGI in EU 
28: 460, out of which 129 are Italian 
wines

 Total number of wines with 
geographical indication (not protected) 
in third countries :440



Current state of play – Italy
Italian Denomination system (i)

As previously said, the first official Italian system of classification of wines was launched in 1963. 
Since then, several modifications and additions to the legislation have been made. The last modification, 
which occurred in 2010, established five basic categories which are consistent with the last EU 
regulation. The Italian Ministry of Agriculture and Tourism (MiPAAFT) regularly publishes updates to 
the official classification.
Following Legislative Decree n.61 of 2010, wine categories, from the bottom to the top level, are:

Vini
(Wines - informally called 

'generic wines'): wines can be 
produced anywhere in the 

territory of the EU, label includes 
no indication of geographical 

origin of the grape varieties used 
or the vintage. The label only 
states the colour of the wine

Vini Varietali
(Varietal Wines):

generic wines that are made either 
mostly (at least 85%) from one kind of 

authorized 'international' grape 
variety (Cabernet Franc, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Merlot, 

Sauvignon Blanc, Syrah) or entirely 
from two or more of them. The 

prohibition to indicate the 
geographical origin is instead 

maintained

Vini IGP 
(Wines with Protected Geographical 

Indication also traditionally 
implemented in Italy as IGT - Typical 

Geographical Indication): wines 
produced in a specific territory within 
Italy and following a series of specific 
and precise regulations on authorized 
varieties, viticultural and vinification
practices, organoleptic and chemico-

physical characteristics, labeling 
instructions, etc. 



Vini DOP (Wines with Protected Designation of Origin): 

DOC wines must have been IGP wines 
for at least 5 years. They generally come 
from smaller regions within a certain IGP 
territory that are particularly vocated for 
their climatic and geological 
characteristics, quality, and originality of 
local winemaking traditions. They also 
must follow stricter production 
regulations than IGP wines

Vini DOCG (Controlled and Guaranteed 
Designation of Origin)

DOCG wines are only those who have 
been a DOC for at least 10 years. In 
addition to fulfilling the requisites for 
DOC wines, DOCG wines must pass 
stricter analyses prior to 
commercialization, including a tasting by 
a specifically appointed committee. 
DOCG wines must also demonstrate a 
superior commercial success

Vini DOC (Controlled Designation of 
Origin) 

Current state of play – Italy
Italian denomination system (ii)



Current state of play – Italy 
Italian denomination system (iii)

• Within the DOP category 
– 'Classico' is a wine produced in the original historic centre of the protected 

territory 
– 'Superiore' is a wine with at least 0.5 more alc%/vol than its corresponding regular 

DOP wine and produced using a smaller allowed quantity of grapes per hectare, 
generally yielding a higher quality 

– 'Riserva' is a wine that has been aged for a minimum period of time. The length of 
time varies

– Sometimes, 'Classico' or 'Superiore' are themselves part of the name of the DOP 
(e.g. Chianti Classico DOCG or Soave Superiore DOCG)

• A number of sub-categories exist pertaining to the regulation of sparkling 
wine production (e.g. Vino Spumante, Vino Spumante di Qualità, Vino 
Spumante di Qualità di Tipo Aromatico, Vino Frizzante)

• Both the Italian and EU designations can be affixed on the labels



Italian wine production and revenues

Source: IRI & inumeridelvino.it

(EUR m) T2 - 16 T3 - 16 T4 - 16 T1 - 17 T2 - 17 T3 - 17 T4 - 17 T1 - 18 Var%
Total 493,3 523,1 678,9 506,3 522,8 537,4 699,5 537,7 6,5%

Wine 423,1 444,5 511,1 437,8 435,1 451 525,2 457,2 4,4%

Bottles 302,6 323,3 384,9 316,4 319,1 332,7 398,6 333,8 5,5%
Other formats (tetrapack) 120,5 121,2 126,2 121,4 116 118,3 126,6 123,4 1,7%

Red 218,8 211,1 302,8 252,1 221,5 214,1 310,9 265,8 5,5%
Rosé 21,1 25,9 20,3 18,2 22,7 26,7 20,5 18,3 0,5%
White 183,2 207,6 188,1 167,5 190,8 210,2 193,7 173 3,3%

DOC/DOCG 210,8 224,3 273,1 224,4 221,8 230,5 284,8 239,6 6,8%
IGT 114,2 120,7 135,7 116 118,2 123,3 137,9 119,7 3,1%
Other 98 99,5 102,3 97,4 95 97,3 102,5 97,9 0,6%

Sparkling 66,9 73,6 71,8 65,6 68,2 73,1 72,1 65,9 0,5%
Still 356,2 370,9 439,3 372,1 366,9 378 453,1 391,2 5,1%

Spumante 70,2 78,6 167,8 68,5 87,7 86,4 174,3 80,5 17,6%



Wine protection from counterfeiting

EU rules define PDO and PGI agri-food products as part of the «Cultural and 
gastronomic heritage and EU intellectual property rights». For those reasons, both 
EU and national legislators provided for a series of provisions aimed at the 
protection of PDO and PGI products, establishing that the registered names 
(and content) are protected against any usurpation, imitation, evocation or any 
other practice that could mislead the consumer on the true origin of the 
product.
Various types of counterfeiting:

PDO and PGI 
counterfeiting
(e.g. content, 

name)

Visual 
counterfeiting

So called 
«Italian 

Sounding»



1. Designation of origin counterfeiting

Unfair commercial practices and unfair competition by the 
members of Le Famiglie dell'Amarone d'Arte soc. cons. at r.l. 
against the Amarone della Valpolicella DOCG wine producers, 
consisting of:
- Using the PDO to selectively promote its products (including 
those of different denomination or geographical indication);
- In carrying out promotional and commercial activities, aiming at 
misleading the consumers, making them believing in the existance
of a wine designated as Amarone «d’Arte» or «A series» or with 
the capital «A», suggesting a better quality compared to other 
Amarone wines of Valopolicella DOCG

Violation of the prohibition to add to the traditional mention “any 
specification other than those provided for by the production 

specification disciplinary, inducing the adjectives “extra”, 
“chosen” and similar

Court of Venice, 24 October 2017

•) 8

Presence of a tank containing 100 hectoliters of wine, allegedly 
«Brunello» with indication of the origin of a particular vineyard, 
which was found to be non-compliant  (being «Merlot» grapes)
Supreme Court of Cassation (1454/2008)



2. Visual counterfeiting 

European Union three-dimensional mark (Shape of a golden 
bottle) 

The European Office for Intellectual Property (EUIPO) 
responsible for managing the EU trade mark and the 
registered Community design, further confirmed the 
validity of the registered three-dimensional trademarks, to 
protect the distinctive features of its iconic Bottega Gold and 
Bottega Rose Gold bottles.

Since 2001, Bottega S.p.A. produces the mirrored, metallized 
bottles, traded with the names Bottega Gold and Bottega
Rose Gold bottles in over 120 countries worldwide. The 
Italian winery and distillery is the proprietor of the 
European and international trademarks protecting the 
distinctive features of these iconic items, which have 
contributed to build Bottega’s reputation for being an 
original and innovative producer.

In the second trial, on 14th March 2018, EUIPO has 
confirmed the validity of the trademarks (already ruled in 
the first trial in 2017), flanking the appreciation bestowed by 
the international markets. 



3. So called Italian Sounding

Italian sounding: the use of names, 
references, images and signs that evoke 
Italy, made to promote the marketing of 
products that have nothing to do with the 
Country.
In recent years there has been an 
exponential growth in the number of fake 
bottles produced and sold, in particular in 
Eastern Europe (e.g. Asti Spumante
Prosecco whose name has been “revised” 
in Brosecco, Rosecco, Pur Secco Prosecco 
Casuale….)



Subjects involved in fight counterfeiting (i) 
• Italian Carabinieri - Health Unit (Nucleo Antisofisticazioni e Sanità - NAS)
• Ministry of Agricultural, Food, Forestry and Tourism Policies (MIPAAFT)
• Fraud Repression Inspectorate - Special Unit within the Italian Ministry of Agricultural, 

Food, Forestry and Tourism (Ispettorato centrale della tutela della qualità e repressione 
frodi dei prodotti agroalimentari – ICQRF) 

• Legal and Technical consultants 

NAS
At a local level, the Carabinieri Command for Health Protection has always been 
committed to the fight against food fraud with particular attention to those 
attributable to the adulteration of wine

• 3rd of May 2018 (Cremona NAS) Seizure of 28.000 liters of “Pinot Grigio
Igt Provincia di Pavia 2016” for a total amount of 160.000 €, to which the 
producer added sugar.

• 3rd February 2018 (Caserta NAS) Seizure of 585 bottles of wine, found 
without any labeling or indication useful to ensure their traceability  

• 30 July 2018 (Torino NAS) Seizure of 14.000 bottles of wine during an 
inspection carried out at an ethnic exercise. They also proceeded to the 
sampling of a wine-based beverage produced in Romania. The analytical 
results of laboratory tests conducted by the Customs Agency and the 
monopolies, have highlighted the presence in the alcoholic beverage based 
on ethanol wine mainly coming from corn and sugar cane or plants other 
than the vine, in violation of Community legislation.



• MIPAAFT agreements with Alibaba and EBay to fight online 
counterfeiting  

Subjects involved in fight counterfeiting (ii) 

Protection

Creation of an MIPAAF Task Force with the Fraud Repression 
Inspectorate (ICQRF) that identifies fake products, reports them 
to the eBay platforms (with the VeRo program) and Alibaba 
(with Aliprotect) which, after due verification, remove products 
from virtual shelves and inform sellers.

Promotion

With the new agreement, Alibaba also committed to promote 
opportunities aimed at educating both sellers and consumers 
on the importance of geographical indications on food 
products. 



Subjects involved in fight counterfeiting (iii) 
ICQRF is the official Control Agency of the MIPAAFT; it operates 
throughout the national territory 

10 Local offices

19 Area offices 

6 analysis laboratories 

Competences
•Official controls on the quality, authenticity and identity of food 

products and technical means of agricultural production, aimed at 
the prevention and repression of fraud and wrongdoing

•Supervision of control bodies operating in regulated quality 
production

•Application of pecuniary administrative sanctions 
•Ex officio protection to protect quality production (Article 13 of 

Regulation (EU) No. 1151/2012) and contact body for wine 
products Reg. (CE) N. 555/2008 Prosecco on tap in Ireland





Critical control points across the wine chain
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…from vineyard to glass….…from vineyard to glass….



Sustainable productivity & environmental protection

Creation of specific
data banks

Reduction of the 
effects depending
by pest diseases
and hostile
environmental 
factors

Identifying varieties
speciations

PDO  and PGI have
limited capabilities
of stocking.

Maximizing the 
production of 
raw materials

(grapes) to 
satisfy the 

request of the 
market

Operators can 
only act on 

variety
speciations and 

agronomic
factors

Variety
speciation must 

be identified and 
protected trough

genomic
research

Pest control
And predicting
models starting 
from 
environmental 
and agronomic
factors



Crop health protection

Monitoring 
pest factors 

(spore/insects
trapping)

Identification 
of emerging 

risk for 
targeting the 

treatment

Reduction of 
chemical 

input 



Abundance and distribution of 
plant species

Host susceptibility

Pathogen aggressiveness 

Climate Change (3-5oC by 2100):

• Increased temperatures

• Extreme weather and climate 
events

can
influence



 Sustainably increase 
agricultural quality, 
productivity and incomes;

 Produce resilient 
viticultural system
speedily recover from 
biotic/ abiotic stresses

 Reduce chemical inputs 
while maintaining quality 
using biocontrol methods



Improving Disease Management

WP1 Vineyard management:

Airborne spore traps and on-site molecular testing 
(LAMP) to detect powdery mildew, downy mildew 
and grey mould spores for informing spray 
applications.



Spore traps



Targeted knowledge for informed 
decision making

The right knowledge to 
minimize risk 

Data and analysis to help 
producers, processors and 
retailers know current and 
potential threats, manage 
risk, drive efficiency and 

profitability, secure supply 
chains and protect the 

customer brand.

https://horizon-
scan.fera.co.uk/  

http://www.homologa-
new.com/pls/apex/f?p=550:1:0



Food safety & authenticity

Detection & measurement of known food components 
‘good’ & ‘bad’, as well as the detection & identification of 

unknowns trough:

Non Targeted analyses (i.e. chemical profiling using high resolution 
fingerprinting techniques or Isotope ratio to determine the geographical

source of a food component)

DNA profiling trough NGS method (next generation sequencing) 
to determine authenticity, origin, metagenomyc profile of a food 

component from a biological source



Fapas Proficiency testing

Labels ingredients
and regulated
contaminants must 
be analysed throug
reliable methods

Analytical output 
from the releasing
site and from 
acceptance site 
must be 
comparable

Analytical methods 
must be 
harmonized to 
avoid a dispute



Why to use Fapas Proficiency
testing

Analytical
discrepancies between

sites (release and 
acceptance) are often
translated into dispute

Lots are not
released/released

after a penalty. 
Wines can remain 

stocked at customs

Financial leakage for 
producer!!

Analytical
discrepancies between

sites (release and 
acceptance) are often
translated into dispute.

Producer’s loyalty is
put under discussion

Dispute is time 
consuming and 

expensive

Analytical
discrepancies between

sites (release and 
acceptance) are often
translated into dispute

Producer can 
demonstrate his

capability to test wine 
only if analytical

mathods are 
validated/accredited

Proficiency test is a 
compulsory exercise 
when an accredited

method is used!!



Red wine, White wine, ‘Challenge wine’
Each wine = 4 x 250 ml (1 litre)
3 litres wine per participant
61 parameters

Volumic Mass at 20°C Phosphates (total, ionic) Tartaric Acid
Alcoholic Strength (real) Overpressure Glycerine
Alcoholic Strength (apparent) Ash Dry Extract
Methanol Ash Alkalinity (0.1N HCl) (CaCO3) Sulphur Dioxide (free)
Ethanal (acetaldehyde) Dissolved Oxygen Sulphur Dioxide (total)
4-Ethyl-Guiacole Turbidity Histamine
4-Ethyl-Phenol Filtration Index Ochratoxin A
2,4,6-Tribromoanisole Folin-Ciocalteu Index Arsenic
2,4,6-Trichloroanisole Colour Intensity Cadmium
2-Pyrrolidinone Colour Tone Calcium
1-Vinyl-2-Pyrrolidinone Total Sugars Copper
1-Vinylimidazole Glucose + Fructose (sum) Iron
Total Polyphenol Index Fructose Lead
Total Polyphenol (expressed as gallic acid) Sucrose Lithium
Carbonic Anhydride Citric Acid Magnesium
pH Gluconic Acid Potassium
Total Acidity (expressed as tartaric acid) Lactic Acid Silver
Total Volatile Acidity (expressed as acetic acid) Malic Acid Sodium
Nitrates (total, ionic) Shikimic Acid Zinc
Chloride (expressed as NaCl) Sorbic Acid Isotope ratio Oxygen-18
Sulphates (total, as K2SO4)

Worldwide challenge to evaluate the real
analytical capability



The importance of an integrated approach between legal and 
technical-scientific expertise

Implementation of correct procedures for quality control 
in the laboratory 

Information and constant updates on the state of the 
market as well as on the behavior of official 
authorities and other producers

Legislation updates (national, supranational, 
international) on contaminants and related 
analytical and sampling procedures

Pre-constitution of scientific evidence on the intrinsic 
products’ characteristic 

Fight against counterfeiting and appropriate approach 
to the issue of evidence in court proceedings

…a guiding
and 

coordination
role wthin the 

legal sctor, 
which can not
be separated

from…

… an 
adequate

scientific and 
technical
support, 

which
requires… 



Scientific documentation certyfing the product 
parameters (alcohol, sugars, dry residue, acidity)

Scientific documentation proving the presence 
of additives

Scientific documentation certifying the 
quality and origin of raw materials

Scientific documentation certifying the place 
of primary production

Scientific documentation certifying possible 
sophistication, adulteration or counterfeiting 

a guiding and 
coordination 
role within 

the legal 
sector, which 

can not be 
separated 

from…

… an 
adequate 

scientific and 
technical 
support, 

which 
requires… 

Brand Protection and Made in 
Italy Defense 

• Competitive advantage on the global market for 
Italian winemakers

• Added value for wine producers 

The importance of an integrated approach between legal and 
technical-scientific expertise
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