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CROSS-BORDER INVESTMENTS

IN VINEYARDS
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Cross border investments in vineyards

 Reasons for investment in vineyards can be made for pleasure and/or with a view to 

financial investment  - can be also an effective means of inheritance

 Investors can be individuals, family, institutions (bank, insurance company, investment 

fund…)

 Legal operation: asset deal/share deal

 Definition of a direct investment includes long-term relationship / funds

KEY POINTS:

 The operation must be prepared in advance in order to identify medium and long term 

capital requirements

 For a foreign investor, it is crucial to have a deep knowledge of the legal environment in 

which the investment will take place: the rules that can be favorable and those that can 

create a potential barrier, even lead to a litigation before the courts

 We propose in this panel to present the economic landscape and to focus

on the international and European legal environment of cross-border

investments in vineyards. 
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THE PANEL
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The Speakers:
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Catherine Cathiard
Avocat à la Cour, WILDGEN 

 Admitted to the Paris Bar (France) and the Luxembourg Bar,

 Serves her clients in the fields of company law, M&A, equity 

transactions and national or cross-border reorganisations,

 Has high expertise in European company law, advises listed 

and unlisted companies or groups located in the EEA in the 

creation of European structures such as the European 

Company (SE), the European Cooperative Society (SCE), 

the European Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG), 

 Provides legal services and assistance to an international 

clientele for investment in vineyard.
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WILDGEN: an independent, dedicated and innovative 
full-service law firm in Luxembourg since 1923

 Independent law firm specialising in Luxembourg 

business law 

 WILDGEN’s Practices and Technical excellence: 

banking, finance, insurance, commercial, litigation, 

labour law, corporate, investment funds, IP / TMT, 

tax  

 Strong track record and cutting-edge support to  

clients for 95 years

 High level of ongoing senior lawyer and partner 

involvement in all client matters

 15+ Nationalities and Spoken Languages

 With a broad network of experts worldwide

KEY FIGURES

Founded in 1923

>85 people – 10 Partners

>50% are women
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Laurence Ponty
Avocat, ARCHIPEL 

Laurence is qualified in France and England & Wales and is registered to 

practice in Geneva. 

She is active as Counsel at ARCHIPEL, a law firm specialised in international 

arbitration, cross-border disputes and international contracts. 

ARCHIPEL has an office in Geneva and Paris and advises, among other things, 

its clients on all issues of vine and wine law, particularly regarding the 

investment, transmission or transfer of vineyards. 

Prior to joining ARCHIPEL, Laurence practiced commercial and investment

arbitration in various law firms in Geneva and in arbitration institutions in 

London. 

She has also practiced in Russia and works in many cases involving parts of 

the CIS region. 
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I - The Cross-Border Investment Landscape : Recent 
Economic and Regulatory Trends

Laurence will focus on the presentation of the various legislative frameworks

and their recent developments.

An overview of the EU foreign investment policy and the new framework 

published in March 2019 will be developed.
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Hugo Diener
Avocat, DARROIS VILLEY MAILLOT BROCHIER

Hugo is mainly active in international and domestic

public and private mergers and acquisitions, joint

ventures and corporate governance issues.

Hugo frequently advises listed and non-listed industrial

and services companies, family-controlled corporations

as well as sovereign wealth funds and private equity

funds, with a focus on complex cross-border

transactions.
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II – Vineyard deals in France : Brief outlook and regulatory aspects 

Hugo will present the specificities of vineyard transactions in France with a special 

focus on the SAFER procedure which could appear as a “sword of Damocles” for the 

purchasers.
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III – Foreign Investment Protection 

in the Wine Sector

by Baptiste Rigaudeau, LALIVE
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Baptiste Rigaudeau
Avocat, LALIVE

Baptiste is a lawyer at LALIVE in Geneva.

He is involved mainly in international arbitration, both commercial

and investment, particularly in the agricultural, banking,

pharmaceutical, hotel, energy, or telecom sectors. He also advises

clients in cross-border litigation involving the recovery of assets in

multiple jurisdictions.

He worked successively in Hong Kong, Houston and Paris before

joining LALIVE in Geneva.

He has spoken on a number of occasions on the topic of

transnational investment protection, notably at the City University of

Hong Kong and at Webster University in Geneva.

He is also a member of the International Chamber of Commerce

(ITC) Commission on the initiative Belt and Road (les nouvelles

Routes de la Soie).
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III- Foreign Investment Protection in the Wine Sector 

Baptiste will illustrate the potential impact of a decision of an administrative 

body on an investment (or decision to invest) and how to protect against

these negative effects by using international treaties
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Plan
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PLAN

INTRODUCTION

I - The Cross-Border Investment Landscape – Laurence Ponty, ARCHIPEL 

II – Vineyard deals in France : Brief outlook and regulatory aspects (including 

SAFER procedure) – Hugo Diener, DARROIS

III – Foreign Investment Protection in the Wine Sector – Baptiste Rigaudeau, 

LALIVE 

QUESTIONS / ANSWERS
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