- 2 -


[image: image1.png]



AIDV CONFERENCE 

Trier
Germany

24 – 26 October 2009

SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 2009

Registration 9am to 9.20am

9.20 to 9.30am
Welcome:
Philippe Hunziker – AIDV President  



Thomas Schmitz – Conference Convenor and host  
9.30am to 11am
Session 1
Bottles, labels and more – Intellectual property rights in the alcoholic beverages industry

As the wine and spirit market gets tougher, players are more commonly faced with interlopers who leverage off the hard work done by others to gain what is said to be an improper spring-board advantage.  Naturally this commonly results in disputes.

Much of the litigation has been in the registered trade mark area, but more recently the disputed rights have been outside of that area, and relate to areas such as 

· unregistered trade mark rights 

· trade dress claims

· design patents/registered design rights

· marketing claims

· rights in vineyard names

and so forth.  By way of example, for some years there was a dispute between two groups of vignerons in the Chateauneuf-du-Pape area over the rights to use the papal emblems embossed into bottles of wine bearing the Chateauneuf-du-Pape AOC and which has been a registered design.  There have also been disputes over names such as “Haut-Brion”, “Mouton” and “Latour”.

Chairman:
Christian Osterrieth (Germany) 
Speakers:
Scott Gerien (USA) 


Thomas Schmitz (Germany) 


Jean-Baptiste Thial de Bordenave (France) 
Morning tea 11am to 11.30am

11.30am to 12.30pm
Session 2
The internet and wine: cybersquatters, GI protection, new top level domains (TLDs), UDRP - what are the consequences?

The wine world needs to learn that the legal consequences of the internet can have some quite dramatic effects on the sector.  This session would deal with a range of internet issues, such as (but not limited to) the proposals for new TLDs that can result in new interlopers laying claim to a vast range of GIs and trade marks, cybersquatting generally and the UDRP processes available to rights owners, and so forth.

Chairman:
Shlomo Cohen (Israel)  
Speakers:
Peter Brody (USA) 


Charles Goemaere (France) 
Lunch 12.30pm to 2.00pm

2.00pm to 3.30pm
Session 3
Geographical indications – regional identity – myth or reality? What’s the point of geographical indications if you cannot taste them in the wine?

A topic of particular interest is whether some GIs have any meaning.  A recent taste-off led by a lawyer and a wine journalist for one of the AIDV Chapters reached the conclusion that many GIs gave consumers little or no information about the wine in the bottle save for an indication of the source of the grapes from which product was made.  There was no guidance given as to what the wine’s characteristics or qualities would be.  Many would say that with GIs (AOCs) such as Champagne, Beaujolais, Saint Emilion and a large number of Burgundian AOCs, the GI gives consumers a very real idea about the wine (or its typicité).

It might be said that on the other hand, “New World” GIs are commonly simply marketing devices not truly conforming to the legal definition of GIs as used in the Lisbon Treaty or in TRIPS/ADPIC.  It is also being said that some European GIs (in particular some of the more recently recognized ones) are equally marketing tools.

This session will probably take place with a comparative wine tasting during the session. 

Chairman: 
TBC (Germany)
Speakers:
Stephen Stern (Australia) 



David Morfesi (USA)
3.30pm – 5.30pm
AIDV Board meeting

6pm – 7pm
AIDV Annual General Meeting
8pm onwards

Dinner - Landhaus St. Urban, Büdlicherbrück 1, 54426 Naurath/Wald (Bus shuttle)
SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 2009

9.00am to 11.00am
Session 4
The current legal status of Parallel Importation within the EU, US and worldwide revisited and the overlap with Counterfeiting.

Since the AIDV last considered this topic, there have been significant movements in the laws dealing with parallel importation in some of the major wine consuming regions.  Given the pressure on wine prices in the last 12 or so months, the threats of parallel importation are larger than ever.

In addition, parallel imports are commonly being accompanied by counterfeits, which are becoming themselves an increasing problem in the wine sector.

Chairman: 
Joao Antunes (Portugal)
Speakers:
Simon Chalkey (England)


TBC (USA)
Morning tea 11.00am to 11.30am

11.30am to 1pm
Session 5

Wine technology and its consequences for the worldwide wine trade

In the last 10 or so years, there has been an enormous leap in the technology used (or at least available) to make wines.  Examples include:

· Micro-oxygenation processes

· Reverse osmosis

· Alcohol reduction processes

· Spinning cone technology

· Use of oak chips

Different jurisdictions allow different wine-making technologies to be used and prohibit others often widely used elsewhere.  Bilateral wine treaties commonly ensure that the wines made in accordance with the laws of one party to such a treaty may be lawfully imported into and sold in another jurisdiction.  However, Treaties can rarely keep up with technology.  Thus a key issue concerns marketing and labeling issues and claims and their inter-relationship with new emerging wine making technologies.

Chairman: 
Fabrice Mattei (Thailand) 
Speakers:
TBC (Australia)


Gilles Jolicoeur (Canada)
Lunch 1pm to 2.15pm

2.15pm to 3.30pm
Session 6
Rosé? Is it more than a colour?

The legal definition and situation with regard to wine labeled as Rosé differs from jurisdiction to jurisdiction and is now under serious review.  Should Rosé wine made according to the laws of one jurisdiction be allowed to be exported into another jurisdiction where the laws of that jurisdiction have another meaning for what is Rosé?  Should the international laws be harmonized on this issue? Is there any level of consumer confusion or deception as to what consumers are getting when the wines before them labeled as Rosé, emanating from different regions, are made in very different ways?

Chairman:
Jean-Marc Bahans (France) 
Speakers: 
Wolfgang Haupt (Germany)  



Leanne Stewart (Australia)  



Thierry Firino Martell (France) 
3.30pm – 5.00pm
Session 7
The protection of origin by GIs and trade marks: 
· Protection of Origin by the Law of Geographical Indications and Trade Marks – The Territory’s Typical Production - The Protection of a Territory and the Products that are local to and typical of that Territory
· The related and ongoing saga of the conflict between GIs and trade marks

Chairman:
Dietrich Gorny  (Germany)
Speakers:
Dorothée Boyer-Paillard (France) 


Luis de Javier (Spain) 


Paul Reidl (USA) 
5.30pm - 7pm

Wine tasting - Episcopal Wine Estates of Trier, Gervasiusstrasse 1, 54290 Trier

8pm onwards

Dinner - Brasserie, Fleischstrasse 12, 54290 Trier

MONDAY 26 OCTOBER 2009

Touring
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